
WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY:  
Washington, DC – June 2012 

 
White House World Elder Abuse Awareness Day Commemoration 
 
On June 14, 2012, the White House hosted a day-long symposium on elder abuse, attended by elder abuse experts 
from all over the country, including the co-directors of the National Center on Elder Abuse. Also in attendance were 
the Secretary of the Department of Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, and the Assistant Secretary for Aging, Kathy 
Greenlee. This event brought together a broad range of stakeholders, including administration officials, 
representatives from the financial community, national advocacy groups, and other organizations committed to 
addressing elder abuse and financial exploitation in their communities. In 2012, President Obama issued an official 
proclamation recognizing June 15 as World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  Read President Obama’s Proclamation 
recognizing World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  
 
 
View videos from the event the White House World Elder Abuse Commemoration below:  
 
• Opening  

• Panel 1  

• Panel 2  

• Closing  

 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
 
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, officially recognized the 
growing senior population, as well as the desperate need for funding and services to ensure that seniors receive 
proper care and do not fall victim to the common problem of elder abuse. On June 14, she announced the creation 
of the Elder Justice Coordinating Council which brings together departments across government, like the 
Department of Justice and Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, to make sure elder abuse remains a priority at 
the federal level. Sebelius also announced a $5.5 million initial investment under the Affordable Care Act, to be 
made available to organizations testing innovative elder abuse prevention programs.  
Read Secretary Sebelius’ speech given on World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.   
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/06/14/presidential-proclamation-world-elder-abuse-awareness-day-2012
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-X0N4rL__tc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49g5h-x1sGg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29zuVUtrUjI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6K2zeBkvc74
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20120614.html
http://www.aoa.gov/AoAroot/Site_Utilities/Disclaimer.aspx
http://www.aoa.gov/AoAroot/Site_Utilities/Disclaimer.aspx
http://www.aoa.gov/AoAroot/Site_Utilities/Disclaimer.aspx
http://www.aoa.gov/AoAroot/Site_Utilities/Disclaimer.aspx

